
First, as the Edna ISD Superintendent, let me assure you there has been no decision-making 
process that has consumed me and the school business more than this pandemic. The 
bombardment of news and numbers on a minute by minute basis is mind-blowing. I can also 
assure you that the Board and this administration has an ultimate goal of doing what is right for 
kids and staff. No matter what decision is made with this, someone can take the opposite 
viewpoint and blow it up with “what-ifs.” That is the crux of the issue, there is no 100% solution - 
our only answer is isolation, and we all know that is unsustainable, long term, for the country, 
economy, community, and our children.  

Let me point out a few things we do know and hopefully answer a few questions along the way: 

What is Edna ISD going to do to prevent Covid-19 outbreak with the students? 

● From the Austin American Statesman- DHS study of Corona death breakdowns show- 
the data showed that 75% of investigated deaths were people 65 and older. The age 
groups broke down like so: Ages 0-9: 0 deaths > 0% and  Ages 10-19: 2 deaths, or 
0.4% this is 99.06% success rate for school age children which is for a pathogen not a 
bad statistic. I totally agree that any death or hospitalization is tragic but there is no 
solution that results in 100% healthy people and we have to look at the numbers and 
make the best decision we can, given the data. 

● There is an overall 98.2% recovery rate for Covid-19 for all age groups in Texas. 
●  40-45% of the younger age group that do test positive are asymptomatic. 
●  In this latest outbreak there has not been an EISD kid test positive for Covid-19. 
●  There has not been a hospitalization of a Jackson Co. child in all of my conversations 

with the hospital- and there have been numerous.  
● In my 7 years at EISD, there has never been a day with 100% attendance of students or 

staff- someone has the flu, stomach bug, allergies, etc. So I have no answer for 
transmission of pathogens, bacteria, viruses, etc.  I cannot guarantee that no one will get 
sick as many have asked because I could not do it before Covid. It is the nature of the 
world we live in. 

Will school start on July 30th and why so early?  

● The new calendar starts 8 days earlier than the one EISD adopted in December. I do not 
consider this to be radical given the fact that TEA previously stated that Texas would not 
be forgiving of lost instructional time in 20-21. All attendance rules apply for this year 
regardless of remote learning or in person.  

● Now in terms of the spike in Corona numbers: There is no crystal ball. What will the 
numbers look like on July 30 or August 30 or September 30? None of us have a clue. 
Just like graduation where we had to jump through hoops, file attestations with the State 
and people said it could not be done but the case numbers actually fell to 0 shortly after 
graduation. There will be ebbs and flows associated with this pandemic because our 
only answer is to stay 6 feet apart and wear a mask. 

● There was a lot of chatter on social media that I mentioned that State testing would still 
occur and that I was concerned about an academic slide. Many stated who cares about 
STAAR in these times, but the unfortunate fact is that students who want to graduate 
have to pass their STAAR EOC. This is state mandated, so it IS important to those 
students. We have to prepare them to have success and to move on to post secondary, 



and EISD has worked extremely hard to get to a B rating overall for the district and a 
campus with 9 distinctions. I am proud of the staff and students' efforts, and if we are 
going to be judged again this year, then, yes, I believe that hard work and preparation 
pays off. These are lifelong skills that need to be instilled in our youth. 

 Schools are important sources of support for our youth in terms of mental and social 
emotional needs, mentoring, counseling, nutrition, wellness, and academic progress. 
When we are closed then where does this occur?. 

● The American Association of Pediatricians has come out strongly in support of schools 
reopening. “The AAP strongly advocates that all policy considerations for the coming 
school year should start with a goal of having students physically present in school,” the 
group said in an update to its guidance for school re-entry.The guidance asserts that 
“the importance of in-person learning is well-documented,” and that evidence already 
has emerged of “negative impacts” on children due to school closures in the spring.One 
research paper estimates that the 55 million U.S. children who were out of school due to 
the coronavirus pandemic may have lost roughly a third of their progress in reading and 
half of their progress in math. But children have not simply taken a hit academically, the 
AAP warned. Being away from school for a long period of time can lead to social 
isolation, the group said. Prolonged closures can make it difficult for schools to identify 
students who are struggling academically, or who may be dealing with domestic abuse, 
substance abuse, and serious mental health concerns like depression and suicidal 
thoughts. School closures also have a direct impact on children’s nutrition and their 
physical activity levels. 

● The guidance comes as COVID-19 cases are surging in many states, meaning that risks 
surround a return to classrooms. The AAP calls for school policies to be “flexible” and 
“nimble” in responding to new information on the pandemic as it arises. But the group 
also points to data suggesting that COVID-19 has not been as serious in children 
— and that they may be less likely to spread the virus to each other. “Although 
many questions remain, the preponderance of evidence indicates that children and 
adolescents are less likely to be symptomatic and less likely to have severe disease 
resulting from infection,” the guidance said. “In addition, children may be less likely to 
become infected and to spread infection.” The CDC has also endorsed the reopening of 
schools as the effects of closure are worse for children than the virus. 

  

 

What are my options as a parent in terms of returning to school? 

Now with all of that, the plan for re-opening is built upon parental choice. You will have the 
option to either send your child or keep them at home. If you say you are keeping them at home 
because you are scared of the effects of Covid-19, then you will not be penalized with absences 
of attendance violations as long as you do one of the following because compulsory 
attendance laws are still in effect:  



Option 1. You can homeschool your child with your own curriculum and no oversight from the 
school. Turn in a signed note stating that fact, and it will be coded in the state database as a 
homeschool student, and that is your only requirement.  

Option 2. You can choose to do remote learning on-line which will be supervised by the school. 
The students will have to be logged on-line for a minimum of 3 hours a day and hit certain timed 
check points and turn in all assignments daily in order to be counted present in the State 
database. This is for ADA purposes and attendance. We are required to track truancy on all 
students who choose remote learning but do not stay logged on and treat them as attending just 
as if they were in the building. There will also be no participation in extracurricular activities with 
this option as we cannot perform these activities on a virtual platform.  

Option 3. You can attend in person as normal and participate as normal. Edna ISD will have 
UIL activities in the fall and fully anticipate that band, sports, cheer, and dance will occur in 
2020. There may be limitations on attendees, but the activities at this point will take place and 
we are practicing for such to occur. These events are important to our kids and their 
development into adults, and it is our intent to make that happen. 

What precautions will Edna ISD implement to promote safety from Covid-19? 

● EISD will perform daily temperature checks as students board buses and participate in 
activities.  

● Temperature kiosks will be installed at every campus along with wall-mounted infrared 
thermometers in different areas of the building. 

● Coaches and nurses will have infrared thermometers 
● There are increased cleaning, disinfecting and sanitizing schedules for all custodial staff. 

We even have e-mist ionized germicide spray systems (electrostatic disinfectant) to 
spray all buildings, buses, etc.  

● Bus drivers, coaches and sponsors will wipe down all touch point surfaces and will 
sanitize equipment to minimize possible transmission. 

● Self-assessment of Covid symptoms will be taught and posted for all students and staff 
with guidelines for what close contact entails and when quarantine is warranted along 
with the number of days required and protocols for each. All of which is posted on the 
Edna website. All of this is compiled guidance from TEA, CDC, and UIL. 

● Masks for students and staff will be emphasized and provided. 
● Sanitizer will be placed on all buses, classrooms, hallways and entry points with 

handwashing being emphasized and taught to younger children. 
● Schedules have been adjusted as much as possible to lower numbers congregated in 

areas, and classrooms will emphasize social distancing as much as physically feasible. 
We have met with extracurricular sponsors to discuss expectations and precautions. 

● Nurses have an isolation policy, masking for children with fever, disinfecting, 
temperature checks, spreadsheets for contact tracing and number of days on quarantine 
requirements per individual should and when it occurs. 

● Students will be encouraged to bring water bottles from home, and we have water 
refilling stations available for them to use.  

● Food service has increased guidelines for preparation and serving, including mask 
wearing for employees. Social distancing will be emphasized at lunch with no outside 
visitors or outside deliveries. 



What if a staff or student tests positive for Covid-19? 

● If someone tests positive or calls in and says, “I am exhibiting symptoms of Covid 19,” 
then they will be asked to quarantine for a minimum of 10 days, and the last 3 days they 
must be symptom free. If they are not symptom free until day 8, then they will be out 11 
days and so on until they have 3 consecutive, symptom-free days. 

● Anyone deemed to have been in close contact with this person will be notified by the 
school about their possible exposure, and they will be asked to self-monitor for 
symptoms. 

● If someone is notified by the health authority to quarantine because of close 
contact/exposure, but they are asymptomatic, they will quarantine for 14 days. The 
exception is if they become symptomatic; then, they will go back to the top example of 
10 days from the first symptom and last 3 days with no symptoms. The other option is to 
provide documentation of a negative test result; however, it is currently taking up to 10 
days to get results. Cost of testing is not incurred by the district but is covered by some 
insurance. Check with your provider or access one of the free testing sites that 
periodically appear in the area. 

What is the definition of close contact? 

● Being directly exposed to infectious secretions (e.g., being coughed, sneezed, or spit 
on while not wearing a mask or face shield) 

● Being less than 6 feet for a cumulative duration of 15 minutes to a confirmed 
Covid-19 person, while not wearing a mask or face shield.  

With all this said, our goal is to bring kids and staff back in the safest means possible.  The 
district will continue to work with local agencies and the hospital as well as follow guidance from 
the TEA, CDC, and UIL to provide protective measures while educating our students. Once 
again, we will not make decisions for individual parents but try to make the best decisions for all 
students and staff. 

 


